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Our Vision

To empower hospice patients and their loved ones to transform the end of

life experience into the final act of living well. 

Our Leadership
January 2019-December 2019

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Julie Evans

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT

Jennifer Arvizu

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alan Barreuther

PRESIDENT

Kasey Hill

VICE PRESIDENT

Nicholas Healy

TREASURER & SECRETARY

Elsa Swyers

PAST PRESIDENT

David Fife

Ed Fix

Alex Hardie

Rachel Sass

Martha Taylor

Frank Williams
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Our Mission

To provide supplemental support for hospice patients and their loved ones

To educate the community about end of life issues

To support research concerning end of life care
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elcome to our 20th year of supporting those at end of life! It is our deep honor to serve the

community by financially supporting hospice patients, providing education about end of life

issues, and funding end of life care research.

In 2019, through your support, we served more than 100 hospice patients and their families by providing

financial assistance for housing, transportation, final arrangements and other essential needs totaling

$60,000. An additional 100 patients, who served in the US armed forces, received a "We Honor Veterans"

ceremony, including a keepsake blanket emblazoned with their branch of the military. These blankets are

often passed on as an heirloom to other family members currently serving in the military. 8,700 individuals

received a free copy of the Five Wishes, an advance care planning document to help guide healthcare

decision-making. 125 individuals engaged in bereavement services received free workbooks to help them

navigate their grief process. In total, we invested more than $120,000 to support our community members

navigating the end of life process.

 

In 2020, we have increased our overall fund assistance budget in order to support even more patients and

their families. One of the things we are most proud of is our turnaround time in funding patient requests.

Usually, we review, approve and issue payment within 24 hours of fund request submission. Other

Foundations doing similar work indicate that their turn around time is 7-21 days. Time is precious for those

we serve and we know every moment counts! 
 

As the country struggles with the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and with the elderly population

doubling in the next decade, the resources we provide will be even more in demand. The number one priority

in our current strategic plan is to diversify funding so that we can meet the increasing needs of our

community. While most of our funding comes from amazing individual donors and a few local Foundations,

we believe there is room for growth. Not only through charitable donations, but through earned income.

Recently, we embarked on exploring the creation of a celebration of life center to offer the community a hub

were they can learn about end of life issues, as well as celebrate and memorialize loved ones. 

 

In early February, we conducted three design workshops with roughly 80 community members to learn what

type of physical space and programming appeals to most people. If you would like to be part of this

conversation, please email us (info@casafoundation.org).

 

We are so grateful for your partnership in making the end of life experience the final act of living for those in

our community. Thank you for all you do to support our efforts!
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Message from 
Executive Director

Julie Evans, M.S.W.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS  

$1,276,028
In 2019, we received 

Donors are the heart of what makes our vision a reality and gifts come in a

myriad of ways including:

Donations of cash and stock

Bequests by will or trust

Vehicle Donations

 

Facebook Fundraisers

Retail donation programs 

Amazon Smile

Fry's Community Rewards
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CARES ACT TAX INCENTIVE 

Individual taxpayers who do not itemize their deductions can claim a deduction of up to $300 for

gifts of cash made to public charities such as Casa de la Luz Foundation. 

The deduction is ONLY for gifts of cash made in calendar year 2020 and does not cover other

types of gifts or contributions made to donor-advised funds or private foundations.

Taxpayers will claim the deduction on their 2020 income tax return filed in 2021.

The new Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) includes incentives for

taxpayers who are considering making a donation:

 

from donors who saw value in the work being done to support end

of life in our community.

Thank you!

If you are able to continue your charitable giving, please consider a gift to 

Casa de la Luz Foundation!

Please note: We recommend consulting with your financial and tax

advisors for information as it pertains to your individual situation.
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Casa de la Luz Foundation has made it

possible for the [patients] and families they

have helped [to] live out their final days on

this earth, with one less worry.

 

IMPACT 

102
Hospice patients and their

families received financial

assistance for items or

services not covered by

insurance.

100
Veterans were honored in a 

"We Honor Veterans" ceremony

and presented with a keepsake

blanket emblazoned with their

branch of the military. 

125
Individuals engaged in

bereavement services

received free workbooks to

help them navigate their

grief process. 

Patient Assistance by Category

8,700
Individuals received a free copy of Five

Wishes, an advance care planning tool. 

PAGE 5

*Other services/items include: food, clothing, household items,

safety and/or mobility equipment.   



Courage & Conflict: What to do to make sure

the conversation goes well with your family

 Dying: An Invitation to Growth

The Sixth Wish (considerations for the

LGBTQ+ communities)

Grief Message Board

 

Forgiveness: The Passage to a Sanctuary of

Wholeness

Reliving Life’s Best Moments: How

Storytelling Captures the Impact of Life

Natural Burial: Preparing for a Final Embrace

by Mother Earth

Novel Approaches to Unwanted Behaviors in

Dementia

On January 10th, 2020, the Foundation hosted 200 community members at our 19th End of Life

Community Conference: An Inspired Journey. Working to make the day as experiential as

possible, the conference began with a personal death awareness exercise - a guided meditation

through end of life from diagnosis to death followed by morning and afternoon workshop

breakout sessions. Our journey together ended with a large group Death Cafe where attendees

were able to share their thoughts and feelings about what they had learned and experienced

throughout the day. 

COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
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[There were] great topics and interactions with fellow attendees and speakers

[which] made for the feeling of learning something valuable from the whole

experience.

Workshops included:



EXCITING NEWS

For the first time in our Foundation’s history, we have established

an endowment!  
 

An endowment is a financial vehicle that non-profit organizations use to accept and hold

donations from charitable contributors. By design, an endowment should only use the

interest earned on the fund, thus building its size over time. 

 

Endowment giving provides support for our organization in perpetuity. We have partnered

with the Jewish Community Foundation of Southern Arizona to administer our fund.

Contributions may be given directly to the Casa de la Luz Foundation Endowment or you

can create your own endowment naming the Casa de la Luz Foundation as a beneficiary.

Please contact us (520-351-5441), or our partners at the Jewish Community

Foundation (520-577-0388), to learn more.

FRANK WILLIAMS

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE
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Frank Williams has been on the Foundation's Board of Directors since it began in 2000.

We want to honor him, not only as a Board Member, but as the catalyst for our End of

Life Community Conference. Without Frank's vision, commitment, and collaboration,

the end of life conference would not be what it is today. He has blazed many trails and

no doubt will continue to do so. We wish him well as he transitions onto a new path

along his journey!

Founding Board Member

Thank you, Frank, for 20 years of dedicated service!



7740 N Oracle Rd 

Tucson, AZ 85704

520-351-5441

SHARE YOUR STORY!

The Art of COVID project is inspired by the kindness and creativity

that has led people to make masks for themselves, loved ones and

strangers. We wish to capture images of masks, along with people

wearing their masks, and the stories of how they came to be, as a way

of memorializing this extraordinary time in our history.

We invite you to share your images and stories with us

by visiting our website, Instagram and/or Facebook

page. 

Like, Follow and Share

instagram.com/TheArtofCovid

facebook.com/TheArtofCovid
www.theartofcovid.org


